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U.S. Task Force Didn’t Frighten India

By Jack Anderson

The dramatic appearance of

'a U.S. naval task force in the
‘Bay of Bengal on the eve of
the Pakistani surrender, it
now appears, didn’t intimidate
India &t all but merely
strengthened her ties with
Russia.
. In New Delhl, Soviet Am-
bassador Nikolai M. Pegov
gave India secret assurances
that “a Soviet fleet is now in
the Indian Ocean and ... will
not allow the Seventh Yleet to
-intervene.”

He also promised, in case of
a Chinese attack across the Ili-
malayas, that Russla “would
open a diversionary action in
Sinkiang.” In shor!, he prom-
ised Soviet military actlon
against both the U.S. and
China it they Intervened on
Pakistan’s side.

“The fascinating story of big-
power intrigue during the In-
dian-Pakistan fighting is told
in secret diplomatic dispatches
and intelligence reports.
~ It was precisely this sort of
‘secret maneuvering that got
the U.S. deeply embroiled in
the Vietnam war before the
American people realized
what was going on. We believe
it is in the public interest,
therefore, to publish excerpts
from the secret documents,

In earlier columns, we told
how presidential adviser
Henry Xissinger assured re-
porters the U.S. wasn't anti-In-
dia &t the same time he was
Instructing government policy-

makers to take steps against
India.

“The President does not
want to he evenhanded,” Kis-
singer emphasized at their se-
cret strategy sessions. “The
President believes Indla is the
attacker.”" -.

Wrong Side

The State Department’s pro-
fessionals argued that, mor-
ally, the U.S. should be on the
side of the Bengalis, who
wanted
{rom DPakistan. The expertis
also warned that Tresident
Nixon's pro-Pakistan policy
would only drive Indla into
Soviet arms.

Kissinger gruffly disputed
{als, saying of India’s Prime
Minister Indira Gandhi: “The
lady is cold bleoded and tough
and will not-turn India into a
Soviet satellite merely be-
cause of pique,”

Heeding Kissinger and dis-
egardhw the professional ad-
vice, Mr. Nixon took a tough
stand at the United Nations
against India and ordered the
Seventh IFleet to send a task
force into Indian waters.

This was definitely intended
as a “show of force,” althou¢h
the flotilla had the additional
mission of evacuating
stranded Americans from em-
battled Dacca if the need
arose.

Plans were made, mean-
while, to arrange provocative
leaks in such places as Dja-
karta, Manila and Singapore
of the task force's approach.
By the time ihe ships had as-
sembled in the Malacca Strait,

their independence'

both the Indians and Soviets
were well aware they were on
the way.

This merely served to bring
India and Russia clo<er, to-
gether, “A secret intelligence
report, giving a ‘“reliabie” ac-
count” of Soviet Ambassadop]
Nikalai Pegov's conversations
with Indian officials, declared:

“Pesov stated that Pakistan
is {rviug to draw hoth the
United States and China into
the present conflict, The So-
viet Union, however, doc¢s not
believe that either country
will intervene,

“Accordlng to Pegov, the
movement of the U.S. Seventh
Fleet is an effort by the U.S,
to bully Ingia, to discourage it
from striking against West
Pakistan and at the same time
to boost the morale of the
Pakistani forces,

“Pegov noted that a Soviet
fleet 1s now in the Indian
Ocean and that the Soviet
Union will not allow the Sev-
enth Fleet to intervene,

Soviet Threat

“1# China should decide to
intervene,” said Pegov, “the
Soviet Union would open a di-
versionary action in Sinkiang.
Pegov also commented that
after Dacca is liberated and
the Bangladesh government is
installed, both the U.S, and
China will be unable to act
and will change their current
attitude toward the crisis.”

Another intelligence report,
glving the secret details of So-
viet Deputy Foreign Minister

Vasily Kuznetsov's mission to

India, indicates there
been some Soviet impaticnce,
over the pace of the Indian
blitzkreig.

EKuznetsov, after his arrival
in New Delhi on Dec. 12, told
Indian officials that the IKrem-
1in was “impatient with the In-
dian armed forces for their in/
ability to liberate Bangladesh
within the ten-day time frame
mentioned before the out
break of hostilities.”

Kuznetnov pointed out, ac-
cording tor the secret report,
that Soviet opposition to a
cease-fire “becomes more un-
tenable the longer the war
goes on in the east,

“While WKuznetsov said the
Soviet Union will continue to
use its veto (o stall any efforts
to bring about a cease-fire for
the present, he stressed tie
importance of quick and deci:
sive Indian action in liberat-
ing Bangladesh in the short.est
time possible. :

“Kuznetsov  delayed h_1s7
scheduled return to Moscow
because he is awaiting speciat
instructions from  Leonid
Brezhnev, general secretary of
the Soviet Communist Party,

‘regarding India’s request that:

the Soviet Union sign a de-
fense agreement with the Ban-
gldesh government after So-
viet recognition of Bangldesh. -

“According to Kuznetsov;
Brezhnev was not in Moscow
when Kuznetsov sent him the'
request for guidance.”

The American people, mean-
while, are entitled to siraight:
talk from their leaders,

Bell-McClure Syndicate
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Dlplomafs as Spies

T ?

i
il sthlngton with the welcome mat out for the Peking -
P Chinese, now on American soil for the first time in over 20
|- years, has bcen somcwhat taken aback to learn that the
i‘ leader of the advance party is one of China’s top spies. '
1 He is Kao Liang, who with fiye other officials arrived in
} New York last Monday and paid his first visit to the United
¢ Nations Tuesday. Now our own intelligence people, pre- /
i sumably the CIA have caused surprise and concern by let-
¢ ting it be kn8Wn that Kao has had the following assign-
;. ments: ol
¢ Under the “‘cover” of bcmg chief African correspondent
for the New China News Agency, he traveled extensively
t through Africa in the carly 1960s as Peking estabhshed ite
‘ self on the continent. e
{  He was the prime mover in the pro- Peklng upr1s1ng in
i Zanzibar in 1964, passing out arms and money to the insur-
gents. When it was over, the local agent for Kao's news
¢ agency emerged as onelgn mlmster of the new govern-
ment. :
Nobody should be surprised. The Russians regularly use
members of their diplomatic missions as spies. One such,
recently revealed by the CIA, was Vladimir Pav]ichenko,_f
director of external information of the United Nations Pub-
lic Information Office. Pavlichenko, said the CIA, is a “vet-
eran officer’” of the KGB, the Sovict intelligence agency. '
Furthermore, it must be presumed that our own intelli-
gence agencies take advantiage of the cloak of diplomatic
© immunity in foreign countries. Just about everybody else
does it, so why shouldn’t we? !
On the other hand, there is no United Nations headquar-
“ters in China to which we could send a mission including
t spies. It is one more reason for establishing diplomatic re-
lations, so we can get our intelligence people in Peking,
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